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The current situation of the pandemic has changed the way we live profoundly.
As the pandemic continues, we are urged to adapt to our “New Normal” which is not
only a short—term change but a life-long change occurring on a global scale. We, the
67th International Student Conference (ISC67), are aware of the hardships that the world
is facing, and we are determined to unite youths from all around the globe to cooperate
and make a positive impact on our society. We aspire to turn this crisis into an
opportunity for us to come together regardless of such obstacles. It has always been the
mission of our conference to bring youths around the world to engage in discussions and
seek potential solutions for various global issues. We believe that only when we unite and
confront the challenges together as one do we come out of them stronger than before.
We have initiated to thrive over those boundaries by making this platform possible
during such a difficult time. On this timely occasion, we call for our peers who are the
future of the world to be part of our intercultural dialogue that aims to bring creative
innovations to society and foster unity that transcends our national borders. “New
Normal” is not a term that defines us. We are the ones who define what “New Normal” is
and ought to be. No matter what boundaries tear us apart, we believe that we can still

unite and thrive in this age of “New Normal”.
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COVID-19

First of all,
You will be assigned to join the

breakout room and will play
within your teammates in the

breakout room

Corona, Virus, Pandemic, World,

You cannot use these words:
Health, Mask, Vaccines
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55— “New Normal: Unity without Boundaries”
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Table 1
Political Activism and Participation: Why They Take Part in Politics
TITAERXLEBIRSN: BUES IO 724

Table 2
Nuclear Politics: What We can do for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons
BOEG: xR Rol=oiz, fi7-bic Tz e

Table 3
Food Security: How the Global Government should Sustainably Feed 8 Billion
BORERE: HANRSEANEBEDI BTN 257201

Table 4
Migrant Laborers: Rethinking Migrant Labor Rights in the Pandemic
SREN T T O SN E N G B ORI % B 2 E

Table 5

Participatory Urban Planning: Developing Inclusivity & Accessibility in the
Globalized Cities
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Table 1 Political Activism and Participation:

Why They Take Part in Politics

Fikri Panggabean

Indonesia

University of Indonesia

John Lester Tefia

The Philippines

Polytechnic University of the Philippines

Vladyslava Vertogradska

Ukraine

LCC International University

Priyal Tale

India

Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University

Rascia Angelica Roldan

The Philippines

University of the Philippines Manila

Man Kwok Hong Kong SAR el
Su Naychi Moe Myammar ES N e e
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Yoko Tanaka . .
Japan NN
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Table 2 Nuclear Politics:
What We can do for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons

Bianca Yumi Mota Kakudate Brazil Federal University of Minas Gerais
Manuel Caicedo Chile/Colombia Diego Portales University
Chen—Yang Lin Taiwan University of Washington

Phu Dang Huynh Thien Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City Universit.y. of Social
Sciences and Humanities
Mustafa Sameen Bangladesh Colorado College
Diksha Sood India il
Dipankar Bansal India BRGHE KRS
Ajs;;&)o;ga Japan EHEE KT
Moe Tkazaki Japan S e
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Table 3 Food Security:

How the Global Government should Sustainably Feed 8 Billion

Arthur Enrici Brazil Universidade Federal de Vicosa
Shu Hang Goh India Peking University
Warren Dwallow Kenya University of Nairobi
Xiyang Ge China Soka University of America
Le Thu Thao Vietnam FallipNES
Hikaru Kondo
: apan TP
SEREONS Jap ES 5
Kazuki Sawada
o Japan AR
1= H A
Kazushi Tsuji _ -
s Japan FEH KT
Kotaro Hayashi N
N Japan LERE
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Saki Watanuma
s Japan plll e
e
Table 4

Migrant Laborers:

Rethinking Migrant Labor Rights in the Pandemic

Jeanelia Anne Yap The Philippines University of the Philippines Diliman
Pham Trung Hoang Vietnam Hanyang University
Theresia Magdalena Theofanny Indonesia University of Indonesia
Zainab Shihab Syria Middle East Technical University
Kyungmin Cho South Korea BfaEKS
?;%”z;[: Japan H R
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Kotoha Nakajima
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Table 5

Participatory Urban Planning:

Developing Inclusivity & Accessibility in the Globalized Cities

Amyra Aliya Kamila Indonesia University of Indonesia
Diana Khabarova Russia Saint Petersburg State University
Laurentius Kevin Hendinata Indonesia Universitas Gadjah Mada
Nurhan Nedzhati Fehim Bulgaria Varna University of Management
Wapozga Munyenyembe Malawi European University of Lefke
Nguyen Ngoc Chau Loan Vietnam A Y= N
Sayaka Anshita .
Japan plllfiipaEa
JiE TS0
Mei Uchida .
Japan SRR 7
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Table 1
Political Activism and Participation: Why They Take Part in Politics
T TAERLEBIESIN: BUAS IO 724 |

Voter turnout in America for the 2020 general election was 62.0%, the highest in
over a century. Candidates and their campaigns worked tirelessly to ensure this and yet,
this is low by international standards. Sweden’s 2018 election saw an 82.1% voter
turnout and Israel’s 2020 election, 77.9%. Voter turnout in Japan for the 2017 general
election was 53.68%, second—lowest in postwar Japan, even with the voting age lowered
to 18. This makes the voting patterns in Japan crystal clear: even when the right to vote
was granted to a flood of new young people, they did not turn out as expected. We first
focused on identifying why political participation is crucial, realizing the obstacles
currently in our way, naming the myriad of ways we can become active in our political
circles, and lastly, pitching ways we can increase political participation across the globe.
Table 1 also researched ways to increase political participation by focusing on the youth
in Japan. Our key focus has been on the education sector and how improvements can be
made to raise political awareness, starting from the production of educational curricula
that highlight politics. To delve deeper, Table 1 members have split into three trios and
have tackled an even more specific topic. The first group took up the urban—versus—rural
divide, digital divide, and gender inequality. The second group took up ethical politics,
protests, and global citizenship education. Lastly, the third group took up practical

involvement, social media, and political literacy.

Table 2
Nuclear Politics: What We can do for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons
FDBUE: &t R o702, FA7-HIcTEHIE

On January 22, 2021, the international community placed a potential milestone in
its history: the enforcement of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW). This means that the fundamental guarantor of national security is confronting
mistrust about their very existence. Since its birth in 1945, nuclear weapons have been
at the center of security conversations despite the tragedies in Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and
other test sites. Can we rely on these weapons despite various ongoing uncertainties?
Or, should we proceed with nuclear proliferation to balance out each country’s security?

Table 2 explored such enduring questions surrounding nuclear weapons and delved into

29



the world of nuclear politics so that this topic does not remain just a distant reality.
Since nuclear weapons continue to play a vital role in international relations even today,
Table 2 has sought ways to rethink the status quo surrounding nuclear weapons on a
zero basis. In addition to monthly sessions, Table 2 members have talked with various
professionals in the field, such as a university professor, activist, and former clean—up
veteran. As a result, Table 2 has produced a policy proposal for the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs of Japan.

Table 3
Food Security: How the Global Government should Sustainably Feed 8 Billion
BORZERE: HRDPSVEANRE DI BRI ZH 257201

Every day, food has been taken for granted as the basis of our happiness and
healthy life; specifically, Japan has been well-known for its advanced and diverse food
culture. However, we must never forget that food availability is limited, and nearly 829
million of the world’s population stays hungry at the end of the day. A lack of food
security occurs mainly in third world countries due to various factors including poverty,
climate change, slow agricultural development, and demographic explosion. As all
individuals worldwide are ensured fundamental human rights, we need to reconsider fair
distribution of food resources and ensure that everybody can meet the minimum dietary
diversity standards required for healthy growth. Table 3 discussed how companies in
developed countries such as Japan could provide other nations with the methods to
produce sustainable food products. Meanwhile, we also approached the efficient use of
scarce resources on earth and the current issue of food waste. Ultimately, Table 3 chose
India as the target country for their proposal due to India’s severity of food security

problems.

Table 4
Migrant Laborers: Rethinking Migrant Labor Rights in the Pandemic
SAEN TG aa O SNE N JT B OMERI % B 2 B

With globalization, many people have started working beyond national borders. In
such a situation, the Japanese government amended the Immigration Control and
Refugee Recognition Act (ICRRA) to help the shortage of workers in some fields on April
1, 2019. The government has planned to accept more than 340 thousand immigrants over
the upcoming five years. Nevertheless, due to the arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic,
many foreign workers suffered from unstable situations. For example, 93 foreign workers
were fired from a temporary staffing agency in Mie Prefecture according to the Mainichi.

Furthermore, some people were reported to have been dismissed unfairly. Such “fired”
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workers cannot return to their home countries, and soon come to find themselves in
limbo. How can we protect such vulnerable people? Table 4 discussed what kind of
actions we need to take for foreign workers and decided to aim at protecting migrant
laborers’ human rights, who play an essential role in the Japanese economy. Among all
residency statuses, Table 4 has focused on Technical Intern Trainees, who currently
represent the highest number of migrant workers in Japan. Through thorough research
and discussions, Table 4 found a way to help Technical Intern Trainees before and during
their stay in Japan by making suggestions for improving a mobile application that

connects Technical Intern Trainees with Japanese companies.

Table 5
Participatory Urban Planning: Developing Inclusivity & Accessibility in the Globalized Cities
SONRE TR 7 m— VST I B 22 ERE SN T He72 Bl %%

[t is estimated by the World Health Organization (WHO) that around 7 billion
people are going to live in cities by 2050. A high concentration of humans per given
amount of space can pose an array of problems from “hard” issues such as increased
demands for housing, water, sanitation, healthcare, and educational needs that a city
could not sustainably meet long—term. Not having these basic needs met could propagate
problems that are less obvious and hard to quantify such as gender and economic
inequality, systematic class segregation in space—use, corruption in public institutions,
and prevalence of crime in low—earning neighborhoods. Urban planning authorities and
governing bodies globally are mostly implementing a top—to—bottom approach in
developing public spaces. The problem with this approach is that it systematically makes
the public opinion and preference unincluded in the implementation of building and
infrastructure projects that make cities segmented and isolated from each others’ needs.
To address this, we need to go back to the basics wherein we tap into the most

important resource a city has to offer: the human experience itself.
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Table 1
Political Activism and Participation: Why They Take Part in Politics
TI7TAERXLLBARSIN: BHGSMOD72¥ ]

Table Chief: Sarah Aoyagi
Subtable Chiefs: Minhwa Jeong, Yoshihiro Kanetaka

Table 1 covered the topic of Political Activism and Participation: Why They Take
Part in Politics. Our journey began down this route for several reasons. I, as Table
Chief, had the honor of presenting and pitching this topic in our initial stage taking into
consideration the vast amount of research I had previously done into the topic and how
pertinent it was to our current state of the world, more than ever. Majoring in Political
Science, 1, more often than not, surround myself with like-minded politically active
colleagues, but that isn’t nearly enough to start a more robust movement into the
progression of political activism as a whole, hence the launch and beginning of our

project.

The dual-nationality background I have and the year-long Fellowship I had done
in Washington D.C. under a similar premise the year before may have helped, but what
really set the stage for our Table was our Table Members, so recognition of their
diligence and hard work is in order. In the early stages of the 67th International Student
Conference (ISC67), we held a recruitment period to bring together minds from all over
the world to work together towards a common goal, and that was exactly what unfolded.
Upon undergoing multiple interviews and getting to speak with fantastic students, I,
unfortunately, could only afford to provide membership to a limited number of students.
Throughout the recruitment process, something that I kept in mind was the importance
of diversity and inclusion. I saw this as an opportunity to further expand our horizons
and get the most out of the global perspectives each individual possessed. With the
diversity aspect a success, the next step was to what extent that was to be incorporated

into our monthly meetings.

Throughout our monthly meetings, the Table Members, the two Subtable Chiefs,
and | gathered remotely and dove headfirst into deep discussions pertaining to our topic.
In these meetings, what I valued and kept at the forefront of my mind was allowing the
Table Members to engage as much as possible and that [ was simply there to provide a
platform where thoughts could be freely expressed with an unwavering no—prejudice
policy. It was crucial that we provide a safe environment where ideas were exchanged
and passion was released. Seeing from the interviews, | was already fully aware of the
passion that the participants had for the topic. Each individual had a multitude of
background experience in several fields pertaining to political activism whether it be

participating in protests, research, or other conferences, and the meetings truly were an
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environment where each member brought forth something fresh and new onto the table
every single time. It alleviated the inevitable drag that online meetings tend to have
nowadays and I am eternally grateful for the lively and active participation of the
members. It was a very much inclusive and cutting—in allowed sort of environment we
were able to cultivate, and I can only hope that the meetings were as fruitful as they
were a learning experience for me. Specifically, in our first couple of monthly meetings,
we were still in the stages of getting to know each other and therefore engaged in
icebreakers but also tied that in with our topic at hand by having each member present
in their home country to the whole group. For me, this was a direct insight into each
member’ s presentation skills, studying habits, organization skills, and overall researching
skills, which in hindsight proved to be a huge plus when starting work on the Policy

Proposal a couple more weeks down the road.

With what limited time we had at our disposal, the icebreakers were cut shorter
than we would have hoped, for dividing and conquering the Policy Proposal was in order.
This being the primary element of our Conference, it was pivotal that we engage in our
project in an orderly manner and that everyone was on the same page at all times. Our
Policy Proposal includes a literature review, findings, and policy proposal as its three
main pillars. The literature review section was conducted by three of our researchers
who screened through multiple sources extensively and read through several texts to
best encapsulate our goal of promoting political activism to the youth of Japan. They
observed several case studies as well of countries and their governments who have taken
up several policies to better educate the youth on government. Additionally, one of our
literature reviews is on a piece of research specifically honed in on the case of our
current pandemic and how that has affected political participation as well as how we can
combat such situations in the future in terms of maintaining political activism. The
findings section, hand—in—hand with the literature review, is a deeper analytical segment
based on the literature reviews. Here, a separate trio of researchers teamed up with the
literature review team to take a look at the same pieces of text but with a more concise
and analytical eye. They observed the texts and scrutinized them, focusing on the

applicability of certain case studies to Japanese society.

The policy proposal section, worked on by a final trio of our researchers, is the
main segment of our Proposal. Here, we defined the problem including our purpose in
pursuing the topic and some background information, assembled evidence, pitched the
logistics such as time, location, and the subject of implementation, constructed
alternatives, selected the criteria, and projected the outcomes/beneficiaries. To go into
specifics, the three topics we pursued include 1) urban v. rural divide, digital divide, and
gender inequality, 2) ethical politics, protests, and global citizenship education, and 3)
practical involvement, social media, and political literacy. Among these, we are

particularly excited to share the digital divide, gender inequality, global citizenship
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education, and social media components, as we believe that these aspects, in particular,

are key in raising the incoming generation of political leaders.

Some communication tools we utilized to further our work into a more engaging
atmosphere were Facebook Messenger and Slack. As with other Tables, Messenger was
primarily used for miscellaneous chat messages sent amongst the group. This was a
casual platform we used to further our personal ties outside of the professional work we
were engaging in. On the other hand, our Slack page was used mainly for the purposes of
serving as a document storage page where all of our finished products could be easily and
conveniently stored, as well as a place for general announcements, tasks, scheduling, and

agendas to be posted.

It was an honor and absolute privilege to be able to work on behalf of ISC67 and
I’d like to take this opportunity to again express my deepest gratitude to our Table
Members, Subtable Chiefs, and the Committee for allowing me on this journey and
providing me a platform that encouraged so much active communication and engagement.
It was truly an experience [ will treasure for a lifetime albeit the difficult situations faced
during such trying times. I can only hope that the discussions that were sparked could
provide a glimmer of hope and progress for future generations to come as well as the
world we live in now. Despite ‘togetherness’ seeming to be an almost foreign concept
now, it is through acts displayed in ISC67 where we’ re awakened again to see that when
bright and passionate people get together for a common cause, there is not a single thing
that can hinder or get in the way. We owe our contributions to the passions of our

current generation.

34



Table 2
Nuclear Politics: What We can do for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons
BOBAE: BRIz, Bil-bicTEaze

Table Chief: Shinsaku Takikawa (Chris)
Subtable Chiefs: Silmi Nur Az Zahra,

Kanlongtham Damrongsoontornchai

Table 2 set its topic as “Nuclear Politics: What We can do for a World Free of
Nuclear Weapons,” and we have produced a policy proposal toward the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan (MOFA) as a result of our monthly discussions and advising

sessions with mentors.

The topic was decided because nuclear weapons are still playing a significant role
in international politics. The division and distrust caused by nuclear weapons, as
demonstrated in the NPT and TPNW, supposedly affect every aspect of diplomacy.
However, youths tend not to take this topic seriously probably because they think they
can do nothing about a big—scale matter such as nuclear weapons. However, under the
unstable circumstances owing to COVID-19, such fundamental division and distrust
could result in hazards. Therefore, the Table Chief has determined to create a sacred

place for students from all over the world to take the first step together.

Table 2 welcomed eight students from six countries, including Japan, India,
Taiwan, Brazil, Chile, and Vietnam. We had two—hour—long monthly discussion meetings
from May to August. Members watched a documentary film on nuclear weapons issues
before each meeting and discussed their own analysis of the film. This activity introduced
members to the main discussions of the day, such as the validity of nuclear weapons. The
members actively participated in discussions with their unique backgrounds and
experiences at each meeting. For example, a member in law major contributed to
developing the idea for the legal aspect of the policy proposal, and a Taiwanese member

utilized his specialty in colonialism.

As a result, we have finished writing a policy proposal and we have received a
precious opportunity to have our proposal submitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan. We hope that our voice will reach the national and international levels of policies
and make change even by little. Lastly, we would like to appreciate everyone who has
supported Table 2, especially Dr. Holly Barker, Mr. Akira Kawasaki, Ms. Sumiko
Hayakeyama, and Mr. Kenneth Brownell.
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Table 3
Food Security:
How the Global Government should Sustainably Feed 8 Billion

BORLIRE: HAPSUBEAZBE DBV 2H 257201

Table Chief: Minori Kawaguchi
Subtable Chiefs: Shiki Aoyagi, Nao Tamura

The discussion topic of Table 3 was “Food Security: How the Global Government
should Sustainably Feed the 8 Billion”. The reason for choosing this topic can be
explained in two ways. On one hand, I felt a sense of duty to consider justice for the
distribution of food resources in the world as a person who has never directly
encountered the problem of hunger or malnutrition. Similarly, most of the participants in
Table 3 as well as ISC67 have lived in relatively fortunate circumstances. However, in
reality, there are millions of people in the world who stay hungry at the end of the day.
Therefore, it is important to comprehend the issue around the disadvantaged to know
more that there is a limited amount of food resources, which we never waste,

recorrecting our own behavior.

On the other hand, the topic of food security can be approached from a very
different perspective. For instance, if we focus on efficient nutrition making, we could
examine how food products can increase their nutrition level, which can be considered to
be a field of science. Or, if we discuss poverty, as one of the most crucial factors of food
insecurity in a country, knowledge from economics and politics would be very useful.
Likewise, 1 found this topic of “Food security” interesting to discuss from a different

perspective, incorporating ideas of students who study at different faculties.

This viewpoint led to my vision for recruiting table participants. As the table
chief, 1 emphasized “diversity”, and I eventually selected ten students, each of whom has
a very different background as well as various academic interests. In the middle of May,
our journey as Table 3 began as the conference took off. The first step of our conference
was to narrow down the topic as the topic of food security could be considered too
broad. We explored four different countries which have been tackling food insecurity;
namely, India, Brazil, the United States, and Vietnam. Regarding each country, we
considered the most significant issue of food insecurity, factors of the issue, and
potential actors who can contribute to solving the problem. After the majority vote, we
agreed upon exploring solutions to the problem in India as our target country. Then, we
separately researched food insecurity in India from three factors: production, culture and
education, and supply chain. Teams of four people had intensive discussions and tried
seeking solutions. In the meantime, we held a mentor session with officers from Japan

International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in India to hear the voices of the locals and the
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situation in the country in detail. Eventually, the policy recommendations we proposed
to the whole organization of ISC67 as well as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Japan
included the improvement of the water circulation system, education among young
females, and food banking processes. Those solutions are also intended to promote aid
and cooperation by Japanese organizations; as a consequence, the diplomatic

relationship between India and Japan will be strengthened.

Over the course of four months, It was slightly difficult to keep online discussions
engaging, considering the individual circumstances of all members. Each time of online
study sessions, a few members were selected as facilitators and took the lead of
discussions. Moreover, not only academic conferences but also we had many cultural
exchange activities such as online drinking parties with snacks and drinks from members’
home countries and watching a movie together. Those events greatly helped for team
building as well as maintenance of motivation of members to enjoy and work hard in
academic activities. To conclude, as the table chief, I hope all activities in Table 3 have
been able to encourage all the members to participate in international communities in the

future and actively take action towards solving various global issues.

Voices of Participants

Text: Arthur Enrici Wakim

Participating in ISC67 was one of the most amazing experiences | could ever
have. It was a great opportunity to test my English, make friends in different countries,
learn a little more about Japanese culture, some customs, and discuss global food safety.
[ learned a lot about different aspects of food security, such as the production chain, the
technologies that can be used to our benefit, actions that we could take to reduce
discrepancies in food security within our countries. For me, especially, this topic was
very enriching as my native country, Brazil, is facing a serious crisis related to it. In this
way, | was able to show the group some measures that we are implementing, such as food
banks.

However, the most important thing for me was to create bonds of friendship with
the participants in Table 3. The fun moments were really cool and served for us to get to
know each other better, even though the distance between each one was huge. For me,
it was very special because it was one of the first international interactions I had. I was
able to discover how fantastic it is to talk to people from different backgrounds, different
languages , and customs. It made me grow a lot, both personally and professionally. I

definitely enjoyed being part of the ISC67 Family.
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Table 4
Migrant Laborers: Rethinking Migrant Labor Rights in the Pandemic
NEANFBE: an T RONEANFBE ORI EE ZET

Table Chief: Momoka Takagi
Subtable Chiefs: Yuka Ariga, Dao Duy Doan

First, as a Table Chief of Table 4, I would like to express my gratitude to
everyone who has cooperated with me in ISC67. Thanks to all of your support, we were
able to go through an entirely online conference. Let me start with how I decided the
topic. 1 had initially planned to focus on the economic growth and the impact of
COVID-19. However, 1 decided not to focus on that one and decided to focus on
migrant workers in Japan instead. There are many types of people among migrant
workers. [ first contacted Professor Okuda, who is one of our mentors. She gave me a
piece of insightful advice that, in most cases, those who face troubles with migrant
laborers are low—wage workers in Japan. At this point, I have decided to narrow down the
scope of the research to Technical Intern Trainees. However, at that point, [ still did not
have enough knowledge about them, so I started off by studying the history and content

of the program.

Next, I would like to review the first half of the Main Conference. Up until this
point, I still did not have much knowledge about the Technical Intern Trainee Program,
so | assigned a few assignments to my table members so that they could understand the
program more deeply. Then, we decided on a more specific topic to write for our final
paper. 1 divided members into four pairs to encourage communication between members.
Since we did not have much time to wander away from the main topic, I thought we
needed to make time for ourselves to discuss those issues too. Also, we addressed the
issue of Japanese programs, so I thought working with Japanese speakers would enable
international participants to reach out for more sources. After the pairs worked, each of
them presented the issue they found. Then, we narrowed it down to focus on the

platform issues.

During the first half, it was a really hard time for me. Even though I planned
before each session, most plans did not work well. I also felt the pressure of being a
Table Chief. Nevertheless, thanks to the cooperation of Subtable Chiefs and the Table
Members, we were able to make progress steadily. During the latter half of the Main
Conference, we continued to work according to the topic we decided to focus on. As the
final product, we put importance on the feasibility of the proposal. Therefore, we chose
not to submit our final product to the Japanese government, and instead chose to submit
to the organization of Ms. Okada who is also one of the mentors at Table 4. I think this

decision is the biggest difference compared to the other tables. And after deciding the
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place to submit, we started writing the final paper. However, we faced one problem. Two
members left our table along the way. This was difficult for me because I know that there
are so many applicants who applied for the ISC67 and were rejected. However, we had
no choice but to keep working, so the remaining members, including myself, the two
Subtable Chiefs, and the six members, continued to work hard until the end. Finally, we
could complete the proposal by the deadline and could present our final product at the

final forum.

As a Table Chief, I really think I should have considered many possible
outcomes. In the beginning, I thought we would be able to finish working with all the
members, and [ have not thought about the possible members leaving. So, that was the
one thing I needed to change. However, thanks to the hard work of the members, our
table was able to finish the tasks. That was fortunate, but as the chief, I need to be more
careful in the future. Also, even though I tried to promote communication between the
members, it was not so easy to do that. It may have something to do with being online,
but when [ watched the presentation of other tables which have conducted drinking
nights or something like that, I thought I need to be the one who plans to do such
activities. There are so many things that I should have done, but as a whole, Table 4 did
our best and all members worked hard to achieve one goal. So, | am satisfied with the

result and the achievements of Table 4.

Proposal Paper as the Final Product

The purpose of the final paper is to propose our plans to the organization which
provides the Hello Ninja application. Hello Ninja is a smartphone application that aims to
help mostly migrant workers in Japan. So, we thought that is the most suitable app as the
platform to support Technical Intern Trainees. In the paper, we proposed a main
proposal and an additional proposal. As the main proposal, we proposed adding a chat
function to the app, since we aim to promote exchange between not only Technical
Intern Trainees (TITs) but all migrant workers, including, other residency status
workers, past TITs, and future TITs. With such a function, we thought Hello Ninja could
be a more effective platform for them. Also, as an additional proposal, we proposed
changing the name of the application. As the new name, we proposed “Kizuna”. The
term kizuna is a Japanese word that means human bonding. As a platform, we thought
the visibility of the app and purpose would be important, so we suggested changing the
name of the application. To realize our proposals, funds will be needed. So, we also
suggested some ways to raise money, such as in—app advertisements and asking for
financial support from the government. By doing so, we thought we could prepare funds
for our proposals. At the end of the paper, we highlighted the importance of human

relations and the potential of Hello Ninja to be the platform to connect all migrant

workers in Japan.
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Table 5

Participatory Urban Planning:
Developing Inclusivity & Accessibility in the Globalized Cities
SINBESTHEHE: 7 a— VBRI 22EEE ST RE/2BR %%

Table Chief: Patricia Anne Calma

Subtable Chiefs: Masami Komatsu, Midori Dobashi, Soma Nishimura

This year, Table 5’s topic, entitled “Participatory Urban Planning: Developing
Inclusivity in the Globalized Cities”, discussed the importance of urban planning, the
combined science, and art that concerns the human relationship with the built
environment. As Table Chief of this continuing dialogue, I am grateful to so many
entities who made Table 5 a success: the Planning Committee, Academics, the

international and Japanese table members, and of course, Table 5’ s own Subtable Chiefs.

Ever since the Table Chief application period from November 2020, [ was already
set on establishing a student-led dialogue on urban planning and the importance of how
the built environment shapes the human psyche. Currently, the model for how the built
environment is built in the majority of the world is primarily driven by those whom we
consider as merit—based authorities such as architects, urban planners, developers,
governments, etc. which are while not entirely a bad thing, serves as a reason to why
how decision making in urban development is rigid and high—barrier. This becomes a
problem eventually because once the physical environment is finalized through building
infrastructures and developing fixtures, the process becomes difficult to reverse. The
irreversibility and the relative permanence of space use can be problematic in the long
term because it is susceptible to be unyielding to the ever—changing nature of human
needs. An environment that might have served an immense function to its inhabitants
decades before might be negating the very same effects when a place is eventually
incapacitated to sustain a population past a certain level, changed its economic priorities
and shifted how it delivers the needs of the people. This is why civilian participation is
important when it comes to urban planning — it prevents a one-sided decision—making
process that might not be privy to the public opinion that could have otherwise added
value to how changes and developments are enacted in the urban planning scene.
Civilian participation, especially youth participation, should be tapped as a resource on
how land developers and the government could form the urban scene today. If the youth
is empowered in their opinions and can actively contribute to how the cities of the future
work, function, and look, they are given a platform for action that can further impact the
future generations. That is why [ was elated and at the same time healthily challenged
once the Table Chief announcement was out, including my name. It all begins in a

dialogue, and dialogue was what Table 5 has contributed for ISC67.
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Table 5 started off its conference program with Session 1, a theory—focused
discussion that highlights using digital tools to involve inhabitants as a method of
crowdsourcing data for space improvement suggestions. For Session 2, Table 5 invited
an Environmental Planner and Ph.D. student from the Faculty of Urban Engineering at
the University of Tokyo, Joeylyn Marty, wherein she discussed the challenges and
opportunities an urban planner faces from her experiences as an expert in her field. For
Session 3, each Table Member is invited to present a case study from their respective
home countries that demonstrate the theory they learned in Session 1 and apply urban
planning research skills from Session 2. For Sessions 4 and 5, our Table focused on
creating our Final Output and Final Forum presentation that includes recommendations
on how to make urban development more inclusive by using case study examples from
Japan, Indonesia, and the United Arab Emirates. It was a genuinely humbling experience

to have presented our Final Forum topic to the esteemed guests that ISC67 invited.

Admittedly, this conference was new to everyone due to the pandemic pushing
the originally planned format from a physical week in Japan to a months—long journey
online. Luckily, the ISC67 planning committee was effective in letting the Table Chief
and members oriented and up to date with schedules, holding recalibrating meetings as
regularly as possible. This format enabled the different tables to plan their respective
table syllabi ahead of the conference that allowed creativity and of course. We also
reached a variety of wider audiences from Table Member applications that were only

possible because of the virtual setting.

As Table Chief, I have experienced the most challenges towards the end of the
conference due to sudden changes in the commitments made by the originally planned
receiving body, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Thankfully, our team members have
proposed multiple alternatives that we can submit. At the end of the conference, we were
able to submit a Case Study on the Japanese practice of Machizukuri as seen in
Yokohama Dobutsu—no—Mori Park featured by urban planning consulting platform and
urbanism blog parCitypatory.org that highlights how Yokohama established a park
management system called Park—PFI, or Public Participation in Park Management that
involved the locals in the maintenance and operations of the park. In addition, we have
also conducted a student-led workshop and discussion for Smart Cities Institute Japan
titled People, Power, Planning: How Citizen Participation Can Make Cities More Human,
wherein we will be analyzing different case studies of urban planning practices from
Japan, Indonesia, and the United Arab Emirates to recommend future steps for effective
urban development involving civilians. Despite the change in submission place, Table 5
was active in finding solutions that made the challenge worthwhile. It is an honor to have
these platforms honor our submissions that could hopefully be a source of interest for
our fellow students to learn more about how the youth can contribute to ensuring that

the future of cities is truly for the people and by the people.
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I can say with great appreciation for Ming, Koma, Lan, Midori, and Soma for
being the most hard-working leaders I have had the honor of interacting with during the
conference especially when | was experiencing personal difficulties whether with clashing
schedules, health emergencies, and even a natural calamity. [ have definitely learned the
value of adapting to challenges once they are presented and learned how to work better
with an international virtual team across time zones and across collaboration software.
My time with ISC67 and Table 5’ s members is surely noteworthy because it felt like I
knew them for a very long time without even meeting them in person. I wish the
committee members and table chiefs for ISC68 all the best in the world for their turn to

create a conference that will be remembered.
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